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see that programs aimed at combating cardio-
vascular disease, or CVD, as well as medical
research for prevention and treatment of
stroke and heart attacks, are supported appro-
priately at the federal level.

Mr. Speaker, the numbers and their public
health implications are shocking. CVD is the
nation’s number one killer. A staggering 85.6
million people—1 in 3 American adults—suffer
from heart disease, stroke, or other cardio-
vascular diseases. An American dies from car-
diovascular disease every 40 seconds. It is
estimated that by 2030, about 44% percent of
all adult Americans will be affected by heart
disease—with direct and indirect costs from
CVD estimated to reach almost $1 trillion by
2030.

Further, as both the Association and the
CDC point out, heart disease is sometimes
thought of as a “man’s disease.” Yet, heart
disease, stroke, and other cardiovascular dis-
eases are the No. 1 killer of women in the
United States, claiming the lives of 398,035
women per year. According to the Heart Asso-
ciation, nearly half of all women are not aware
that heart disease is the leading cause of
death for women.

That's worth repeating, Mr. Speaker. Every
minute, one woman dies as a result of CVD or
a stroke.

The American Heart Association is leading
the charge in raising awareness of this fact
through coordinated campaigns, like National
Wear Red Day and Go Red For Women.

One organization working in my Congres-
sional district is the Meridian Health Founda-
tion’s “Women’s Heart Fund.” Since its incep-
tion in 2007, the Foundation—focused on pro-
moting heart health in Monmouth and Ocean
County—has funded nursing scholarships,
equipment for management of the most se-
vere heart attacks and vascular screenings,
and boosted funding for the Pediatric Cardi-
ology Program at the K. Hovnanian Children’s
Hospital and the CardioVascular Intensive
Care Unit at the Jersey Shore University Med-
ical Center, which opened last year.

While American Heart Month comes to a
close tomorrow, it's important we continue
these efforts year round. | would like to thank
all of my colleagues who are members of the
Congressional Heart and Stroke Coalition and
urge those who have not yet joined to do so.
Help us continue and grow the critical Coali-
tion-Association partnership that is working to
improve our constituents’ health, families, and
future.

——————
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Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commemorate the 35th anniversary of the
founding of Thor Construction, one of the larg-
est minority-owned construction companies in
Minnesota, and an industry leader for con-
tracting projects nationwide.

Founded with the objective of becoming the
number one minority-owned company in the
country, Thor Construction is well on its way
to achieving that goal. Since 1980, Thor has
led many of Minnesota’s largest construction
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projects. Its impressive track record includes
work on Target Field, the Minneapolis Central
Library, the TCF Bank Stadium at the Univer-
sity of Minnesota, the Minneapolis Convention
Center, and the new Minnesota Vikings foot-
ball stadium. Thor Construction shows no
signs of tiring in its mission to provide top-
notch construction work that benefits both
workers of color and communities at large.

Richard Copeland, the founder and chair-
man of Thor, is proud that his company “gen-
erates new investments and exponential re-
turns to the communities [they] serve.” This
guiding principle of social service in conjunc-
tion with high-quality development has led to
projects in countless communities around Min-
nesota, as well as in at least six other states
and five foreign countries. These industry
leaders have jumped at every opportunity to
expand their mission, moving well above and
beyond humble Midwestern beginnings to
leave a mark on the world around them.

Thor Construction has received accolades
from the City of Minneapolis, Black Enterprise,
the US Green Building Council, and numerous
other groups for their innovative approach to
constructing with purpose. By creating good-
paying, union jobs for thousands of under-
served individuals, Thor Construction con-
tinues to ensure that building projects also en-
tail community development.

| am proud to represent the congressional
district that Thor Construction calls home, and
| eagerly await the day that | can congratulate
them for achieving their goal of becoming the
number one minority owned company in the
United States.

———
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Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in re-
membrance of the 613 Azerbaijani men,
women, and children killed in Khojaly on Feb-
ruary 25 and 26, 1992. Marking the anniver-
sary of such a tragedy is difficult, but it is crit-
ical that we remember and honor the precious
lives lost.

Azerbaijan has been a reliable friend and
valuable ally of the United States, and it is ap-
propriate for Congress to commemorate the
victims of the Khojaly tragedy as our Azer-
baijani friends mark the 23rd anniversary of
the event.

Despite such hardships, Azerbaijan has
been a great support to U.S. efforts in the War
on Terror, and the country has made great
strides over its short history as an inde-
pendent nation to promote economic growth
and prosperity.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in remembering the town and people of
Khojaly who died on those fateful days and in
offering our deepest condolences to Azer-
baijan on this tragic anniversary.
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Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the twenty-seventh anniversary of
the pogroms against people of Armenian de-
scent in Sumgait, Azerbaijan. My district is
home to thousands of Armenian-Americans,
many who are the sons and daughters of sur-
vivors. As they know well, Azerbaijani rioters
started a murderous rampage in response to
peaceful protests on February 27, 1988, that
forever changed Armenia. During those three
days, scores of Armenians were killed, hun-
dreds were wounded, and thousands were
forced to leave their homes and livelihoods
behind.

As we recognize this tragedy, we should
also take this time to commend the people of
Nagorno Karabakh on being the first to de-
mand their right to freedom and self-govern-
ance from the Soviet Union. Although a small
nation, Nagorno Karabakh sparked the de-
mocracy movement that ended decades of
dictatorial rule in the USSR and eventually led
to the fall of the Soviet Union.

Sadly, the Azerbaijani government continues
to act as an aggressor today. In November
2014, Azerbaijani armed forces shot down a
Nagorno-Karabakh helicopter participating in a
training exercise near the cease-fire line, kill-
ing the three crew members on board. This
aggression is completely unacceptable and
further hurts efforts to achieve a peaceful res-
olution.

Today, | ask my colleagues to stand with
the proud people of Nagorno Karabakh in rec-
ognizing the anniversary of these tragic
events. Let today serve as a reminder for
each and every one of us to continue advo-
cating for human rights and democratic free-
doms around the world.

————
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Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Speaker, every
year, more school seniors from the 11th Con-
gressional District trade in varsity jackets for
Navy pea coats, Air Force flight suits, and
Army brass buckles than most other districts
in the country. But this is nothing new—our
area has repeatedly sent an above average
portion of its sons and daughters to the na-
tion’s military academies for decades.

This fact should not come as a surprise.
The educational excellence of area schools is
well known and has long been a magnet for
families looking for the best environment in
which to raise their children. Our graduates
are skilled not only in mathematics, science,
and social studies, but also have solid back-
grounds in sports, debate teams, and other
extracurricular activities. This diverse upbring-
ing makes military academy recruiters sit up
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